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Imagine, from the pastor 

In 1971 John Lennon’s song, Imagine, was released in 

the United States.  The lyrics are haunting and chal-

lenge our thoughts deeply.  Indulge me for a moment 

and imagine Lennon’s tune. 

Imagine there's no heaven It's easy if you try 
No hell below us above us only sky 
Imagine all the people living for today 
 
Imagine there's no countries It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for and no religion too 
Imagine all the people living life in peace 
 
You, you may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one 
I hope some day you'll join us and the world will be as one 
 
Imagine no possessions I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people sharing all the world 
 
You, you may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one 
I hope some day you'll join us And the world will live as one 

 

Can you imagine?  Is John’s theology a bit troubling in a couple spots? But 

now look what happens if I imagine his song with imagining of my own. 

 
Imagine heaven within, it’s easy if you try 
No hell below us only sky above 
Imagine all the people living in God’s Kingdom 
 
Imagine there’s no countries it isn’t hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for, and no distorted religions too 
Imagine all the people living life in peace   
 
You may say I am a dreamer, but I’m not the only one 
I hope some day you will join me, and the world will be as one 
 
Imagine no possessions I wonder if you can 
no need for greed or hunger just a community of humankind 
Imagine all the people sharing all the world 
 
You may say I am a dreamer, but I am not the only one 
I hope some day we all join together and the world will live as one 
 
 

Now imagine and write your special song. 
 
Imagining the love of Christ,    
 
  Pastor Terry 
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Schroon Lake Food Pantry 

Thanks to the generosity of a lot of caring people in the Schroon Lake Community 

Church, town of Schroon and grant money from several places, the Schroon Lake Food 

Pantry is open and has full shelves. In 2013 food was provided for two days to 1,962 fami-

lies (3,261 Adults, 1,350 Children and 974 Seniors) which was a big increase compared to 

the previous year. About 41,641 pounds of food was purchased from the Latham Regional 

Food Bank with different grant money and other donations went towards the purchase of 

milk, meat, soups and side dishes. Our heartfelt thanks to Lenchen Marnell, Food Pantry 

Manager, for the excellent job she does with the Food Pantry. 

A Few Words From Liz Insull 

As your new Financial Secretary, I would like to share some information that I have learned since taking this posi-

tion. A big THANK YOU is sent to Carol Moffat, who held this position for the past few years. It takes a lot of com-

mitment and time to properly account for the money that comes to the church. 

Our income comes in Sunday offerings mostly through pledges and loose offerings. But, we also receive income 

from use of property, fundraisers and special holiday offerings. 

You may find it interesting to know about the various ways the GIVERS want their money spent. Most is deposited 

into the GENERAL FUND to pay for the day to day bills. But, many ask for their gifts to be diverted to special ac-

counts, such as, the MEMORIAL FUND, the BUILDING FUND, or the BENEVOLENCE FUNDS. 

Every January statements are sent to every household, that we can identify, who has given the church monetary gifts. 

This is done for tax records. You might be interested in some of the things I learned about where and how our in-

come comes to us. 

 76 household statements were sent out for the 2013 year 

 32 statements were sent to Schroon Lake addresses 

 8 statements were sent to close surrounding towns 

 18 statements were sent to the greater NY area 

 15 statements were sent to households in FL, CT, MO, PA, NJ, MA and MI 

 many attended church 1 to 4 times, perhaps on vacation 

 many sent contributions in memory of someone who passed away 

 many were in response to Thanksgiving, Christmas or Easter appeal letters 

 several members who moved away continue to support the church 

 most of our givers use the envelope system,  paying weekly or monthly 

 some just put in a check (we make a copy of the check for records) 

      many give receipts for purchased goods which they donate to the church 

This information is shared with you with only one purpose in mind. We are a small church in membership, but many 

visitors and friends come through our doors to worship with us or perhaps to support a fundraiser, such as a dinner or 

gathering. We hope to be a friendly and caring people to those passing through. We may be the only face of Jesus 

Christ our Lord that some will see on their journey. May God bless us all and those we encounter along the way.  

Thank you for your support of our church. 



 

 
 

Come warm up with hot food and fellowship 

               Winter-What-a-Crock Get-together 

           February 7th, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Bring something in a crockpot to share. 

Salad and dessert supplied by Hospitality Committee. 

" THANKS for the MEMORIES" (in the words of an old Frank Sinatra hit song) 

The Election Dinner was a success, and much went very well. 

The weather cooperated. but I forgot my "dinner bell". 

The food was good, we had enough, or so it would appear . 

Many thanks to the volunteers who participated this past year..  

A profit was made to aid our budget...,we did an evaluation.. 

November 4th of 2014 ..... "take outs" in a new location. 

Perked your interest?  We now issue you a dare.. 

With complete records available to the next Election Dinner Chair !! 

                                                   carole ann greig and an incredible crew 

From the President 

I am the keeper of the church popcorn machine. The machine is old and tired but with my guidance and 

skill, will serve popcorn for many years to come. The task is a challenge that I accepted and I vow not 

to lose. Like the popcorn machine that takes some time and effort, the work of our Worship, Education 

and Hospitality committees also need someone to take on a leadership challenge. I ask each member of 

our church to look deeply into your heart and consider taking on a leadership role for one of these com-

mittees.  
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The Women’s Society meets on the third Wednesday of the month at noon. Our next meeting 

will be in April. Bring a sandwich and coffee and dessert will be provided. We meet in the 

Community Room downstairs. All the women of the Church are members and we would love 

to see more of you at our meetings.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the people who baked and worked on 

the Christmas Luncheon, Grannies Attic and Bake sale in December.  It was a very successful 

sale and part of the profits are going to be used to buy some more folding chairs for down-

stairs. If anyone has any questions, please contact me.  Janet Nieradka 251-4260 

 

Flowers on the Altar 

 February    Liz Insull         

 March        Terry Johnson 

 April          Lenchen Marnell  

    Women’s Society 

In Memory  

 Raymond Belleville                                 

December 1, 1941-

November 11, 2013             

————————— 

Doris Haberland 

December 23, 2013  

   Interment on May 5, 2014   

at Paradox Cemetery 

Brenda Donley                   

105 Aegean Vista                

St. Augustine, Fl. 32080 

Yvonne Stewart c/o Atria Shaker    

Room 153  345 Northern Blvd.           

Albany, NY 12204 

FRIENDS TO REMEMBER 

Grannies Carole Ann, Diane, and 

Janet at the Christmas Bazaar. 
December 18, 2013 Christmas 

Party 

Hostess Liz and Mr. Snowman 

Lana Mars                                   

21 Hill Street                      

Millville, MA 01529 



ADULT EDUCATION  

 The group will be meeting on Wednesdays at 

10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Community Room.   

The topic is The Blessings of Aging from the 

book The Gift of Years by Joan Chittister. Call 

Sheila at 532-7302 for the dates.                                     

Christian Education  
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Sunday school teach-

ers are needed! Sheila 

Yanko will not be 

teaching this year, so 

the Christian Educa-

tion committee needs 

your help. Call Sheila 

at 532-7302 for infor-

mation. 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY JANUARY 5, 2014 

Celebration with 

Bells 

Outreach as part 

of worship in-

cluded the WISE 

MEN collecting 

soup cans for the 

Schroon Lake 

Food Pantry.  

GOOD READS                         

 

JESUS CALLING                                     
Devotions for Every Day of the Year 

by Sarah Young 

 

HOW TO MEDITATE                                                  
A practical guide to making friends 

with your mind by Pema Chodron       
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Good Thoughts  

With understanding and 

compassion, we can begin 

to heal the worries in our 

hearts, and the wounds in the world.  

      Thich Nhat Hanh 

 Membership and Outreach Committee  

By Wayne Dewey 

 “An unusual competence in discernment or perception resulting in intelligent fore-

sight.” That’s one way the dictionary defines a person of vision. Since I have been 

asked to unveil my vision for the Membership and Outreach Committee here at the 

Community Church, I thought it appropriate to know what the word meant. If you are 

expecting a real visionary leader, we may be in trouble! 

 Laura and I were very active in our former church and learned a great deal about 

other peoples’ expectations versus actual successes. In retirement, I have taken a dif-

ferent tack from leadership, by serving the Lord at the level of individual incidents. I 

now spend my days seeking out ways to help someone else. It could be anything as sim-

ple as returning a shopping cart for an elderly lady with a cane, while adding “If you 

ever need help, call me!”  In the old church, I envisioned a newsletter sent to everyone 

in a 3 mile radius from the church, not just to church members. I wanted a food and 

clothing store in the fellowship hall. I hoped for a work crew that would clean gutters 

for old Mrs. Lamphier. My visions were tempered by those whose vision was focused on 

the church. 

 I did manage to accomplish many of my dreams for that church. For example, the 

Middler Sunday School class I taught, made Valentines Day cards and we drove 

around delivering them to shut-ins in our community. The cards were cute and nice, 

but the visit from the kids brought most of the elderly folks to tears. And the kids… 

what a lesson they learned!  

 Outreach starts by first reaching inward. You must strip away all the conditions and 

criticisms and self doubt and make a trip to the center of your heart! That is the magic 

place in every human being where God resides. He created us. He dwells within us. All 

we need to do is find Him there and let Him take our hand! I don’t care anymore about 

what others think of my vision. It works for me and I think… it works for God. 

I call my program FaithWorks. Faith and works go hand in hand. Eph 2:8-10 

  

Sandy Crooks 

Choir and 

hand bell     

director 



COFFEE HOUR 

Come join us Sunday mornings from 10:00 a.m.   

to 10:45 a.m. for coffee and fellowship. Thank you 

Bob and Sandy Crooks for providing the coffee. 

         Terry Johnson 
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

As members of this congregation, we will faithfully 

participate in its ministries by our prayers, our pres-

ence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 

Our Gifts  (monthly average) 

November  $ 3,456 

December  $ 5,388   Christmas Eve  $ 666 

January        $ 5,876 

Monthly budget for 2014   $ 4,052 

Our Presence  (weekly average) 

November  47    

December  34     Christmas Eve  79     

January       39    

The church has a website. 

www.schrooncommunitychurch.com 

Check out the website! 

Your church newsletter 

and calendar are included!  

 

From the editors -  

Thanks to everyone who contributed articles and 

to John Yanko for computer assistance. The news-

letter is being sent out by email to save expenses.  

Please let us know if you would like it sent by 

email.        Linda and Sheila 

         

TO CONTACT THE PASTOR 

Please use the church line at 518-532-7272. If 

there is no answer, leave a message. In the 

event of a pastoral emergency, call Pastor    

Terry on his cell phone at 518-321-4892 or 

email him.  rev.mosholder@yahoo.com 

Please send announcements for the Sunday      

bulletin to Bob Crooks. His e-mail address is 

RCrooks@nycap.rr.com 

 

On a Christmas card, Pastor Kathy and 

Arch Maker extend their to love to all  

in Schroon. 

Thanks, Thanks, Thanks   

Thanks to the church officers and committees 

for all their volunteer work. 

Thanks to the House and Grounds committee 

for their many hours of work on the church 

building and grounds. 

Thanks to Terry and Pete Johnson for a great 

job of organizing the Coffee Hour.  

Thanks to Bob Crooks for publishing the        

Sunday bulletin.  

Thanks to Sandy Crooks and the hand bell choir 

for the Thanksgiving and Christmas perfor-

mances. 

Thanks to the worship committee for the   

Epiphany worship service. 

Thanks to everyone who decorated and undeco-

rated the church for Christmas. 

“Silence is a source of great strength.”     

           Lao Tzu 



 Church Happenings 

 

           

 

 

Pot Luck Supper              February 7  at 5:00 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday Service        March 5  

Tuesday Bible Study          12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Sunday Morning           Bible Study 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

                         Coffee Fellowship 10:00 a.m. 

                    Worship Celebration 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

SCHROON LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

United Church of Christ * United Methodist Church 

PO Box 276 * 1088 US Route 9 

Schroon Lake, New York 12870 

Email: schroonchurch1@verizon.net 

Study Phone:   Church Phone: 

(518) 532-7770   (518) 532-7272 

www.schrooncommunitychurch.com 

Upper New York United Methodist Vision: 

To live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to be God’s love with our neighbors in all places. 


