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Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His      

benefits.”  (Psalm 103:2) 

Not too long ago I read about a man who celebrated 

his 90th birthday.  Okay, many people reach the 90th 

mark.  What is so special about this man? 

Well, the specialness came from the way he cele-

brated not only the 90th birthday but each and every 

birthday from the time of his youth.  He celebrated 

by, in his words, “do a little reflecting, looking in the 
rearview mirror or my life, and spending many hours 

in what I call the grace of remembrance.”                                             

When questioned why he chose this way to express his joy for his birthday he 

explained, “It is just so easy to forget all the ways that the Lord has led!” 

 Oh yes, it is so easy to forget the words of the Psalmist, “Come and see what 

the Lord has done.” 

Perhaps we all could take some advice from the old timer of 90 years and 

make it a priority to begin to “come and see what the Lord has done in my 

life.”  In fact, why not spend each night just before allowing sleep to carry us 
away from the day to reflect and remember what God has done and is doing 

in our lives? 

We might just be surprised at how blessed we find ourselves to be.  Rather 

than recalling disappointments, why not fill our thoughts with thankfulness 

and praise to God. 

First, most of us are able to reflect on the blessings of health, enjoyment of 
our families, the joy of being able to work, the joy of church, the joy of giving 

to those less fortunate, the joy of special friends in our lives, the joy of a place 

to sleep and food to eat.  Yes, all this and how much more will we find to be 

the places God has led us? 

But then let us dig deeper.  Let us dip into the well of our spiritual blessings.  

Many of us are able to give thanks for Christian parents, experiencing the ah 

ha moment when we experienced grace for the first time, the joy we felt when 

darkness began to turn to light as we read God’s Word, the joy we shared with 
others in Bible study and Christian fellowship, and without a doubt we all can 

recall Christian friends who have prayed us through tough times. 

And most of all, let our mind’s eye see the Savior on the cross and the bright 

light of the empty tomb.  Come and see what the Lord has done in my life! 

Treasure the come and see times, treasure the rich blessings of the Lord, and 
give thanks.  Blessings will multiply and life will become abundant.  Joy will 

be full!                                                                                                                           

            Joy and Peace, Pastor Terry 
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  HOUSE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE  REPORT  

Lots going on inside and out thanks to all who are pitching in with financial help and hands on 

support. Our kitchen upgrade project is nearing completion and looks really great. Should be 

greatly appreciated by those working hard on fund raisers that always seem to employ food in some sort or 

another. We are soon to break ground on the Leland entrance area with the addition of a sidewalk drain and 

drywell to help prevent the water/ice problems of the past. We will also re-grade the lawn away from the 

building and remove the crab apple tree. That should keep the foundation dryer. Anyone considering a living 

memorial to a loved one might consider a replacement tree or garden in place of the crab apple. 

The Adirondack Community Action Program (ACAP) has had their first use of the Nursery area and will con-

tinue to use it one or two days a month on an ongoing basis. Anyone interested in knowing more about the 

great work of this program can go to headstartprograms.org. 

Heat is on…. Let’s all do our part to keep the church warm and costs down. You know the drill, doors 

closed and thermostats turned down when not using areas.          John Milsom 

  UCC       UMC 

Schroon Lake Community Church 

Annual Meeting and Potluck 

Sunday, November 18, 2012 

12:00 p.m. after worship 

The 4th of July church float was an intergenerational 

project. Thanks to all who helped. It won second 

prize. Thanks to everyone who worked and supported 

the 4th of July BBQ. 

Sunday School       

Mission Project 

The children will be 

cooking and serving 

breakfast in the Com-

munity Room on     

November 11 before worship. Please come 

and have breakfast. The donations will go to 

the Schroon Lake Food Pantry. For informa-

tion contact Sue Yoeckel 532-7063. 

Wish List 

Publicity Chairman                                          

A person willing to send announcements 

to the Times of Ti for church events. It is 

all done online. Ask Sheila for informa-

tion.  

Nursery coordinator  

This involves seeing that someone is 

available to supervise the nursery and fill 

in when Levi is unavailable and when 

adult supervision is needed for an infant  

or toddler.  
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Flowers on the Altar 

 November  Susan Yoeckel 

 December   Women’s Society 

Church Yard Sale on September 1st  

Donations went to the church siding fund. 

 

WOMEN’S SOCIETY 
 

The Women’s Society meets on the second Wednesday of the month at noon. 

Bring a sandwich and coffee and dessert will be provided. We are meeting in the Community 

Room.  All the women of the church are members and we would love to see more of you at 

our meetings. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the people who baked and 

worked on the bake sale in July. Also a thank you to all who bought our delicious baked 

items. It was a very successful sale and we are using the profits for up-dating our church 

kitchen. Thank you Liz for letting us have the sale on your front porch. It is a wonderful place 

to have it. Our next event is our annual Christmas Bazaar, Luncheon and Grannies Attic. It is  

December 8th in the Community Room. Please start saving gently used items for Grannies 

Attic and be thinking of craft ideas to make. Please plan to attend. Our Christmas Party will 

be December 12th at 12:00 noon at the home of Liz Insull. Bring a sandwich and a $10 grab 

bag gift. If anyone has any questions, please contact me.    Janet Nieradka  251-4260 

Women’s Society Meeting 

Nov. 14th in the Community Room 

For our November meeting please 

bring a donation for the food pantry. 

Canned vegetables and personal care 

items are needed.  

We’re cooking up a 

Kitchen Shower 
Tuesday, October 23rd at 11 o'clock 

 in the Community Room 

Luncheon to be served 

“Wish List” items on poster board in      

Community Room.  

RSVP to Carole Ann Greig (532-9440) or  

Linda Milsom (532-0202) 



Christian Education 
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June 2012 Graduates: Ian Williams, 

Amelia Botterbush, Melanie Philip 

Sunday School Class 

VINYL SIDING CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

We are making steady progress in raising funds to vinyl side the church.  We had a very successful yard 

sale on Labor Day Weekend.  We made $500 from generous folks who put donations into our plastic 

container, labeled VINYL SIDING DONATIONS.  In return, they helped themselves to our        

TREASURES found in the kitchen and dungeon, along with some donations left by our members.  We 

not only made money, but cleaned out two areas of the community room.  We also received a generous 

offer of $700 from a church member, if the congregation could match the $700.  We did that very 

quickly.  Also, a number of checks have come to us by members of the community. 

To date, we have raised about $4,300 since beginning the campaign this spring.  The front of the church 

was paid for from the original building capital funds at about $8000.  We will have the Leland Avenue 

side done when we receive enough to pay for it.  The total cost to vinyl side the entire church is          

estimated at about $49,000!  It’s a big project, but with prayers and donations, we will succeed.                              

                         Liz Insull 

Painting Peace Rocks Tie dyed and painted peace altar cloth 



MEET  Grace and Béla  Ambrus      by Bonnie Reid 

Over bowls of chicken pa-

prikash - requested by Béla 

and prepared by Grace - the 

Ambruses talked about 

their interesting lives. They 

live on Old Schroon Road 

just off Rte 9 in Pottersville 

in the house where Grace 

grew up.  Built in 1880 by 

Grace's paternal grandfa-

ther, the farmhouse sits on 

several acres of cleared 

land on which they have 

planted fruit trees, shrubs 

and gardens. 

Grace was born in Ticon-

deroga, the fourth child of 

Charles and Edith Higley.  

She sang her first solo at 

Christ Church Episcopal in 

Pottersville when she was 

five and became their or-

ganist at age 10.  When 

asked about her early musi-

cal prowess Grace ex-

plained, whichever Higley 

child practiced piano after 

supper didn't have to do the 

dishes.  She  received free 

piano lessons at Pottersville 

Central School.   

Grace earned a BA degree 

in Music Education from 

SUNY Pottsdam.  Her col-

lege roommate was her 50 

year old mother who re-

ceived a degree in Elemen-

tary Education and became 

a teacher. After college 

Grace taught music in the 

Ticonderoga and Crown 

Point schools and took 

voice lessons from John 

Seagle.  She served as choir 

director at Ticonderoga 

United Methodist Church. 

Béla was born in Budapest, 

Hungary.  In the 7th grade 

he started learning and per-

forming Hungarian folk 

dances and studied ballet.  

In August 1956 he was one 

of four lead dancers of 400 

dancers performing for the 

Opening Ceremony of the 

International Youth Ath-

letic Convention - an Aus-

tralian Olympics pre-event 

held in Budapest.  In Octo-

ber of 1956 the Hungarian 

Revolt began and Béla, 

along with many able 

young Hungarian men, 

took part.  He remembers 

formidable Russian tanks 

parading the streets of his 

home city.   

After two tense weeks he 

decided to flee and became 

a refugee, one of 62,000.  

He spent time in neighbor-

ing Austria waiting for the 

World  Council of 

Churches to relocate him.  

Béla was one of the last 

refugees to be flown to 

Camp Kilmer in NJ.  There 

Béla hastily "converted" to 

the Methodist Church 

which found him a reloca-

tion place in Ticonderoga 

and a job with Ti Motors 

(now Wicker Ford).  Béla 

had to learn English.  He 

also studied photography 

and was an accredited Press 

Photographer for several 

years. 

In 1962 Grace and Béla 

met at the Ticonder-

oga United Methodist 

Church where they both 

volunteered with Methodist 

Youth Fellowship.  They 

were married in 1965 and 

then moved to Midland, 

TX.  Grace taught music in 

a Midland elementary 

school and Béla worked as 

a mechanic at a Shell sta-

tion, then for Howard Ol-

son Development Company 

where he learned how to 

repair aircraft engines.  The 

company moved to Dallas 

in 1967 and so did Béla and 

Grace.  She taught Yamaha 

Music for a year then be-

came a secretary in the mu-

sic ministry at the huge 

Highland Park United 

Methodist Church in Dal-

las.  At that time the church 

had 12,000 members!  Béla 

and Grace's son was born 

in 1970 and a daughter's 

birth a year later.   

After the children entered 

school Grace returned to 

her job at the church . Béla 

continued working and 

gaining expertise in aircraft 

engines. He served on the 

board of Braniff Education 

Systems.  Eventually he 

opened his own business - 

Béla's Aircraft Engine and 

Accessory Shop.  The 

Highland Park Church ac-

quired a 48-bell carillon 

which Grace learned to 

play and later taught.  She 

also did the bookkeeping 

for Béla's business.  Béla is 

proud of his record of over-

hauling and repairing thou-

sands of aircraft engines 

with no engine failures.  

Football fans will appreci-

ate the fact that Béla built 

the engines for famed Dal-

las Cowboy coach Tom 

Landry's private plane. 

In 1999 Béla took early 

retirement and the Am-

bruses left Dallas to move 

back to the Higley home-

stead to care for Grace's 

aging mother who passed 

away in 2004.  They now 

stay very busy fixing up 

and maintaining the house 

and grounds and keeping 3 

hives of bees, which nor-

mally produce about 180 

lbs. of honey annually. But 

this was an off summer, 

yielding only 30 lbs. 

They have been attending 

Schroon Lake Community 

Church for about 3 years.  

Prior to that they attended 

the Methodist Church in Ti 

where Béla ushered, helped 

with maintenance and 

along with Grace, built the 

playground equipment and 

an arbor for the garden.  

When asked what they like 

about SLCC the Ambruses 

emphatically answer to-

gether - "Terry !!" 

Béla and Grace traveled to 

Europe 3 times and visited 

Béla's homeland and rela-

tives. Their daughter, 

Linda, is a missionary in 

Italy and son Charles is a 

photographer in Ft. Worth, 

TX.  Before leaving their 

home I was treated to 

Grace's playing the carillon 

which takes up one whole 

wall in a room.  On the 

walls of this room I recog-

nized Béla's framed poems 

that line some of the walls 

in our church parsonage. 
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Peace Sunday 

September 16, 2012 

Peace Songs by Dave Insull and Ed Raquet 

Niko Marnell by the mandalas 

Election Night Supper 

Good Thoughts For The Fall 

        Live Simply… 

        Love Generously… 

     Care Deeply… 

  Speak Kindly 

Please support the election night supper. It is a fundraiser for the 

church. Call Carole Ann at 532-9440 for donations. 



COFFEE HOUR 

Thank you to everyone who has hosted               

coffee hour. This is a great fellowship               time 

for our congregation and visitors.            Thank you 

Bob and Sandy Crooks for your     weekly coffee 

donation. Please sign up to host  coffee hour down-

stairs on the bulletin board.  Please call me if you 

have any questions at all. Thanks! Terry Johnson, 

532-7794. 
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

As members of this congregation, we will faithfully 

participate in its ministries by our prayers, our pres-

ence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 

Our Gifts 

July       $ 5,297 

August    $ 4,831 

September   $ 3,639 

Monthly budget for 2012   $ 4337 

Our Presence 

July      Attendance Average  65 

August    Attendance Average  66 

September   Attendance Average  46 

The church has a website. 

www.schrooncommunitychurch.com 

Check out the website! 
Your church newsletter 

and calendar is included!  

 

From the editors -  

Thanks to everyone who contributed articles and 

to Ellie Searles and John Yanko for computer as-

sistance. The newsletter is being sent out by e-

mail to save expenses.  Please let us know if you 

would like it sent by e-mail.  

          Linda and Sheila 

TO CONTACT THE PASTOR 

Please use the church line at 518-532-7272. If 

there is no answer, leave a message. In the 

event of a pastoral emergency, call Pastor 

Terry on his cell phone @518-321-4892.  

Pastor Terry’s office day is Tuesday. 

 You may also e-mail him at 

rev.mosholder@yahoo.com 

Please send announcements for the Sunday      

bulletin to Bob Crooks. His e-mail address is 

RCrooks@nycap.rr.com 

   CHECK IT OUT! 

Thanks to Carole Ann for sprucing up the down-

stairs rest rooms. Thanks to Liz Insull for donat-

ing the drapes for the stage. The Community 

Room and kitchen look super. 

Thanks, Thanks, Thanks   

Thanks to the House and Grounds committee 

for their work in the kitchen. 

Thanks to Terry and Pete Johnson for a great 

job of organizing the Coffee Hour.  

Thanks to Bob Crooks for publishing the        

Sunday bulletin. 

Thanks to Sandy Crooks and the musicians who 

provide the music for worship. 

Thanks to Liz and Dave Insull, Kelly Green, 

Patt Rommer, and Carole Ann Greig for clean-

ing the stage in the Community Room. 

Thanks to Carole Ann Greig for cleaning and 

painting the kitchen cabinets and donating a          

microwave for the kitchen. 

Thanks to Levi Williams for help in the nursery. 



   Church Happenings 

Church Board Meeting          October 30th  2:00 p.m. 

Kitchen Shower and Luncheon               October 23rd 11:00 p.m. 

Election Night Supper             November 6th 5:00 p.m.  

Women’s Society Christmas Bazaar     December 8th  10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Women’s Society Christmas Party          December 12th 12:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Bible Study           12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Thursday Mother’s Prayer Group       9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Morning            Bible Study 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

             Coffee Fellowship 10:00-10:45 a.m. 

                Worship Celebration 11:00 a.m. 
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